Pontine gaze paresis due to traumatic craniocervical hyperextension. Report of two cases.
Pontine gaze paresis is frequently due to tumor of the brain stem. Occasionally it may be caused by inflammation or ischemia. Two cases are reported, each with pontine gaze paresis and other signs of lower brain-stem injury, basal skull fractures, and second cervical vertebra fractures. This pattern of injuries is believed to be the result of craniocervical hyperextension with stretch injury to the brain stem at the junction of the medulla and pons.